
Contact Me

Email is my prefe�red method of communication.

Please allow 24 hours for a response (or the next school day if email is sent on a weekend).

I will be available before/after school or du�ing my 1st pe�iod plan (by appointment), or you can always sign 
up for BC Prep.

Expectations
Becoming a pa�t of an ensemble takes teamwork, dedication, and cooperation. None of us is successful 
until all of us are successful. In order for us to pe�fo�m and grow to the best of our capability, there are 
ce�tain expectations for how we approach this work on a consistent basis. These expectations include (but 
are not limited to):
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Welcome
Welcome to Tenor/Bass Ensemble! I’m looking fo�ward to a great year of music making together. We have 

some exciting things in store for this year. My hope is that you are here because you love making music and 

want to invest in this program to make it the best possible.

Full pa�ticipation - eve�y student needs to be engaged with the work at all times
Respect - we will respect one anothe�’s time, effo�ts, skill and cont�ibutions
Be Prepared - you must have your music and a pencil at all rehearsals
Be On Time - it is c�ucial that you are on time for all rehearsals and pe�fo�mances
Electronics - it is impo�tant that you are present for the work - put your phone away
Food & D�ink - no food/d�ink/gum at any time (even before the bell) in the choir room -         water is 
the only exception
Professionalism - you represent Bear Creek High School and this program at all times - inside and 
outside of school
HAVE FUN! � most impo�tantly, we are here to have fun making music together - b�ing your best 
attitude eve�y day!



Grading

Grading in vocal music is a little bit different than most classes because it tends to be more subjective.  It 
is based on the student’s individual pe�fo�mance and willingness to actively pa�ticipate within the 
ensemble.  Here is a basic outline of the areas in which each student will be graded:

Weekly Demonstration of Skills �10 points/week) 

Conce�t Pe�fo�mances �100 pts. each) & Dress Rehearsals �20 pts. each)

Po�tfolio (no more than 10% of final grade)

Late Work

Excused Absences � In the event that a student misses an assignment or test in class due to an 
excused absence from school, the student will be given twice the number of days missed to complete 
make-up work. Work that has been assigned p�ior to the absence and is due du�ing an absence must 
be tu�ned in on the day the student retu�ns to school. It is the student’s responsibility to be aware of 
all class assignments and to contact either other students in the class or the the inst�uctor 
immediately when an assignment or class pe�iod is missed and work is to be made up.

Unexcused Absences � If a student does not tu�n in an assignment on time due to an unexcused 
absence, the student may submit the assignment for a grade with a one letter grade reduction. If a 
student misses class when an assignment was given, it is their responsibility to contact the inst�uctor 
and tu�n in any assigned mate�ials by the regular deadline.

Students are expected to come on-time and prepared to class rehearsals with all mate�ials and 
demonstrate growth in their musical skills. Eve�y student is vital to the ensemble as a whole, and one 
person being gone has an effect on the group.  This is why attendance is so impo�tant! For eve�y non-
pa�ticipation or absence (excused or unexcused) the student will receive 0 points.  �A student with an 
excused absence can make up the points by doing a special project given by the inst�uctor. 
Students need to see the inst�uctor to make up points. All make-up work will benefit the ensemble as 
a whole.     

Pe�fo�mances are the culmination of classroom lea�ning.  They are an impo�tant assessment and 
significant pa�t of a student’s grade. All school conce�ts & dress rehearsals on the calendar are 
mandato�y. Absences from conce�ts for any reason other than an emergency (excused or unexcused) 
will result in a zero for that pe�fo�mance. Family vacations, bi�thdays, visiting relatives, too much 
homework, and work do not count as an emergency. Also, if you have 5 or more unexcused 
rehearsals, it is the directo�’s prerogative to dete�mine whether you pe�fo�m in the next conce�t or 
festival. In the case of an emergency (an illness, death in the family, etc.), the student will need to 
make up the points by w�iting a paper and doing a project designated by the director.  Excusable 
conce�ts are VERY rare and need to be discussed with the director p�ior to the pe�fo�mance!           

This will include weekly sight singing, singing and memo�ization tests, as well as any other 
miscellaneous work in class. 



Fees

There is a yearly $40 Co-Cu��icular Activity Fee for all students enrolled in Tenor/Bass Ensemble. This 
covers the cost of music, festival entrance, clinicians, etc.

In addition, students may purchase a choir shi�t.

Conce�t Attire

Students will provide their own conce�t attire for the 2023�2024 school year. 

Conce�t attire will consist of Conce�t Black:

All black clothing (including shoes and socks), no colors

All attire must follow school dress code

Dress attire is approp�iate

No jeans, leggings, sweatpants

Dresses/ski�ts may be wo�n - if above the knee, tights or leggings under are prefe�red

Electronics

It is vital that you are present to the work we are doing daily in class. 

Cell phones or other electronic devices should not be in use du�ing class time unless pe�mission has been 
granted for use for a specific reason by the inst�uctor.

Cell phones will not be present on the student’s person du�ing class. It must be silenced and put away in a 
backpack or in the student’s folder slot. 

Co-Cu��icular Eligibility
Choir is an elective pe�fo�ming a�ts class taken for credit. Choir is classified as co-cu��icular, which means 
it holds academic in-class requirements, as well as out-of-class requirements. In order to pa�ticipate in 
choir pe�fo�mances, students must meet the eligibility requirements of CHSAA, Jeffco Public Schools, & 
BCHS.  “Being eligible” means the student is failing fewer than 2 classes. Any student not eligible at grade 
repo�ting time will not be able to pa�take in any extracu��icular choir events which include field t�ips & 
CHSAA festivals until his or her grades meet the eligibility standards. If a student misses a mandato�y 
event due to ineligibility, they will need to complete the makeup assignment as assigned by the director.



TENOR/BASS ENSEMBLE MEMBER CONTRACT
By signing below I affi�m that:

_________________________                           ___________________

Student’s Signature                                                   Date

____________________________________

Student’s Name (p�int)                                                 

 

__________________________________                                    ___________________            

Parent/Guardian Signature                                      Date

 ___________________________________

Parent/Guardian’s Name (p�int)       

                        

Please sign and retu�n no later than F�iday, August 25.

I have read and understand the policies stated in the BCHS 2023�2024 Tenor/Bass Handbook.
By enrolling in choir, I agree to comply with these policies, procedures, and expectations.
I have this yea�’s choir calendar (bearcreekchoirs.com) and am responsible for attendance at all 
required events. It is also known that events may be added to or deleted from the calendar with 
advance notice.
I intend to give my greatest effo�ts to achieve the best musical expe�ience as a member of the Bear 
Creek High School Choir. 


